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MUNDY BASS HUNT THORINGTON ADAMS 
: HONOR GRADUATES COLUMBIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Five seniors were awarded Graduate Fellowships during graduation exercises at 
Columbia Theological Seminary, June 4, 1956. The Fannie Jordan Bryan Fellowships 
in the amount of $750 each were awarded to Mr. William A. Adams, Seneca, South 
Carolina and Mr. Chilton Thorington, Signal Mountain, Tennessee. Three Alumni 
Fellowships in the amount of $700 each were awarded to Mr. John Richard Bass of 
Lyons, Georgia, Mr. Francis Hunt of Greenville, South Carolina and Mr. Luther M. 
Mundy of Abbeville. South Carolina. 
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Censored Religion? 


Freedom - of assembly, of the press, of expres- | 


sion - all are a part of the American heritage and 
its basis is found in the ideals which have always 


been a part of Protestantism. 


The recent action of the “governing body” 
of the National Council of Churches, opposing 
the sale of religious radio and television time 
to individuals carries in it a threat to the basic 
religious freedoms which we all hold so dear. 
One wonders if Bishop Donald H. Tippett and 
his committee really considered the implications 
of their action? 


That the National Council of Churches, or 
any religious group, should become the arbiter 
of religious propaganda is a thought from which 
most Americans will recoil. 


If this recommendation from the National 
Council should be acted upon favorably by the 
radio and television companies it would mean 
that Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, Bishop Fulton 
J. Sheen, evangelist Billy Graham and others 
would be denied the privileges of their present 
paid broadcasts. It would mean, in effect, a 
censoring of religious radio and television pro- 
grams by an organization which could well fail 
to represent the entire spectrum of religious 
thought in America. 


We do not believe this action of the National 
Council will be favorably received. What dis- 
turbs us is that they should have taken it at all. 


—L.N.B. 


“Because God has not abandoned this 
world, because He rules and overrules its 
tangled history, and because we have been 
given a share in the power of His Spirit, 
we can with confidence hope and expect 
that what is built upon the foundations 
which He has laid will stand.’”—Quoted 
by David Lawrence in U. S. News & World 
Report, May 25, 1956. 
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“Fund For The Republic” 
Makes Grant To 
United Church Women 


The following news release has just been received 
from the Office of Publi¢ Relations of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ 


New York, N. Y., June 8 — A grant of 
$10,000 has been made by the Fund for the 
Republic to United Church Women for ‘“‘edu- 
cational work in race relations.’ Mrs. T. O. 
Wedel of Washington, D. C., president of 
United Church Women, a General Depart- 
ment of the National Council of Churches, 
made the announcement in connection with 
a meeting of the department’s Administrative 
Committee, in session at the Grosvenor Hotel, 
35 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


“The grant will make possible a series of 
workshops in key communities,” Mrs. Wedel 
said, “with the purpose of (1) alerting and 
educating women of the churches on civil 
rights and civil liberties; (2) uniting the 
strength of church women to a more potent 
force in obtaining the rights which our. Chris- 
tian faith seeks for all people; (3) helping 
to make the total community aware of the 
implications and dangers in the denial of 


rights to any persons; (4) studying how to_ 


deal with controversy, how to work with peo- 
ple who differ without alienating. them, and 
how to create fellowship and understanding 
between those who hold opposite views.” 


The workshops will have trained and dedi- 
cated leaders skilled_in the area of civil rights 
and civil liberties and will be carried out in 
cooperation with member denominations who 
are also giving special attention to this aspect 
of Christian Social Relations, some of whom 
likewise have received grants from the Fund 
for the Republic. 
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The following AP article appearing in the 
June 10 daily papers of our Nation should give 
the United Church Women pause in accepting 
the donation from the Fund for the Republic. 

H.B.D. 


House Group Will Probe 
Fund For The Republic 


Washington, June 10 (AP) — Chairman 
Walter (D-Pa.) announced today the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities will in- 
vestigate the Fund for the Republic at public 
hearings starting June 27. 


Walter said the committee is seeking “the 
objective facts” on whether the fund—set up 
with a grant from the Ford Foundation—is 
a “friend or a foe in our nation’s death strug- 
gle against the Communist conspiracy.” 


The fund was set up with a 15-million-dol- 
lar endowment from the Ford Foundation. 
Hutchins said it has assumed independent 
status. 


Walter said in a statement that the fund 
is financing “a number of activities which 
have aroused criticism and doubt on the part 
of members of Congress, prominent patriotic 
organizations and individuals including Hen- 
ry Ford II himself who has publicly described 
some of the actions of the fund as ‘dubious 
in character.’ ”’ 


“Is this foundation, with its vast reservoirs 
of funds and power, a friend or. a foe in our 
nation’s death struggle against the Communist 
conspiracy?” Walter asked. “Are its extensive 
and diverse activities strengthening or weak- 
ening our security gructure in the Communist 
cold war? Are the faders of this force, which 
enjoys the benefits of tax immunity, serving 
an interest inimical to our basic American 
traditions?” 


In our February 15, 1956 tissue, page 7, we 
called attention to the fact that THE FUND 
FOR THE REPUBLIC had granted $15,000 to 
the Division of Christian Relations of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., “for educational work 
in racial and cultural relations.” We also point- 
ed out that this same foundation had recently 
given larger sums to the NAACP and other 
radical organizations for the same purpose. 

H.B.D. 


The 1956 Montreat 
General Assembly 
by 


Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


Opening Night 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards, the out-going 
Moderator, used as his text for the opening ser- 
mon I John 3:23; “And this is His command- 
ment, That we should believe on the Name of 
His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as 
He gave us commandment.” At the very be- 
ginning, Dr. Richards explained the importance 
of Christian faith. He said: “Saving faith in 
Jesus Christ was the heart of John’s message 
as it was of all the New Testament. Unless the 
Christian life begins with Him, it does not 
begin. A decisive act of faith is essential 
to the righteousness of life which is emphasized 
throughout John’s Epistle and to the abiding 
work of love. 


At the same time, the New Testament knows 
«~othing of faith divorced from life but only 
of faith which issues in life. So it Is 
meaningless for a person to declare his faith in 
Christ and then to disregard the precepts of 
the Master and the attitudes which he mani- 
fests and the deeds which he commits day by 
day.” 


After recognizing the vital importance of faith, 
he then emphasized the thought that this faith 
must be indissolubly bound up with love. He 
remarked: “How much we need to heed this 
command in the Church today and how much 
the world needs to see this kind of love in us. 


“The spirit which is needed in our church 
courts is needed also in local churches. Sadly 
enough, there is never a year which comes that 
does not find some congregations divided within. 
themselves by differences between good men. 
Too often, party is set against party and one 
individual becomes alienated from another and 
bitterness prevails. Church quarrels are always 
a reproach to the Name which we bear and a 
hindrance to the work of Christ. Love 
is the motive which will lead us to a new ,con- 
cern for the needs of the suffering, the sorrow- 
ful and the needy about us. In love, too, 
is the only power which can send us out in a 
great forward movement of evangelism and 
missions, both at home and abroad. . . .” | 
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Before the election of Moderator, Pr. Rich- 
ards submitted his Moderator’s report. In this 
report, he pointed out that it is necessary for 
a Moderator “to remember that under our sys- 
tem of government the man who holds this office 
possesses no actual authority and his work car- 
ries no weight other than that which may be 
inherent in its content.” - The retiring Mod- 
erator should be congratulated upon having ob- 
served this so scrupulously during the past year. 
Some recent Moderators have not been as care- 
ful to practice this historic Presbyterian prin- 
ciple. Dr. Richards concluded this report with 
an analysis of our Church. He closed with these 
words: “There are numerous signs of encour- 
agement. We have made real advances in recent 
years. Our Church is vibrant, growing and 
capable of tremendous achievements in the 
service of Christ. Far more is demanded of us 
than we have ever done before. God en that 
we may be faithful in our task.” 


The Election of Moderator 


Dr. John F. Anderson, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Texas, placed in 
nomination the name of Dr. W. T. Thompson, 
Professor of Christian Education in Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Virginia. 
This nomination was seconded by Dr. Marion 
S. Huske, of Reidsville, North Carolina. When 
no other nominations were made, Dr. Huske 
moved that Dr. Thompson be elected by ac- 
clamation and a standing vote. Upon his elec- 
tion Dr. Thompson stated that this was the 
third time he had been nominated. On two 
previous occasions the Church felt he was too 
young, but he was glad that on this occasion 
the Church did not feel he was too old for this 
responsibility. “The new- Moderator is a graduate 
of Davidson College and Union Theological 
Seminary. Before going to Union Seminary, he 
served pastorates in Lexington, North Carolina; 
First Presbyterian Church, Knoxville, Tennes- 
see; Government Street Presbyterian Church, 
Mobile, Alabama. He is the author of a new 
volume, recently published by John Knox Press#¥ 


entitled “Adventure in Love.” 


Two Memorials 


The Ninety-Sixth Assembly took time out 
from its published agenda to participate in two 
memorial services. A bronze plaque was pre- 
sented to the Assembly to be placed in Hower- 
ton Hall in memory of Dr. J. R. Howerton, 
the virtual founder of Montreat. The -inscrip- 
tion on the plaque read: “He envisioned the 
value of ‘Montreat to the Kingdom of God, 
inspired and led the movement to acquire the 
property for the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and 
served as the first President of Montreat, 1906- 
1907.” 


Following the close of business, Friday after- - 


noon, the Commissioners attended a_ special 
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service for the unveiling of the memorial to 
Dr. R. C. Anderson, for thirty-six years the 
Manager of Montreat. His widow, Mrs. R. C. 
Anderson, Mr. F. L. Jackson, and Dr. Tom 
Spence took leading parts in the unveiling. Dr. 
Spence, Curator of the Historical Foundation, 
declared: “Dr. Anderson provided the physical 
tools for Montreat’s spiritual mission.” ‘The cre- 
ation of the R. C. Anderson scholarship fund 
in Montreat was announced by Mr. Jackson. 


Christianity and Health 


An Ad fnterim Committee was set up in 1954 
to explore the subject of Christianity and health. 
A progress report was made to the 1955 Assem- 
bly. This year the following affirmations were 
adopted: 


1. We believe in the power of God to heal the 
whole man in body, mind and spirit., 


2. We believe in the responsibility of mian to 
do all possible té prevent and to heal sick- 
ness of body, mind or spirit. Our faith in 
a sovereign God does not deliver us from 
personal responsibility before Him to act 
upon our present knowledge of health and 
cure. 


3. We believe in a cooperative ministry of those 

_ professions concerned with healing, such as 
medicine and the ministry. Such a coopera- 
tion is a part of man’s responsibility in pre- 
venting illness and in effecting cure. 


4. We believe that it is necessary for every 
generation to affirm the power of God in 
human life and, at the same time, to advance 
in the understanding of God’s ways of work- 
ing through His creation in healing. Thus 
increased understanding of the sciences, un- 
dergirded by faith, may enable man, more 
and more, to meet his own responsibilities 
in securing and maintaining health. 


5. We believe the soundness of health is not 
necessarily a measure of righteousness and 
also that sickness is neither an indication of 
unrighteousness nor absence of saving faith. 


ANCHORED — OR ADRIFT 
By L. Nelson Bell 
This important article which appeared 
in the May 2, 1956 issue called forth so 
many requests for reprints that it is now 


available in booklet form at 50c per dozen 
or $4.00 per hundred. 


Order From 
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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6. We believe that if we neglect our faith in 


the power of God, or, on the other hand, if 
we neglect our human responsibilities, we 
fall into error. 


7. We believe that the interpretations of faith 
in the area of healing rising out of the dis- 
tortions mentioned above which are receiv- 
ing wide credence find no support in the 
Scriptures when rightly interpreted: hence, 
our people are cautioned to take care con- 
cerning promises which may have consider- 
able appeal but which have no foundation 
in Scripture, or are not in the spirit of 
Jesus Christ, or are based on isolated texts 
in the Bible which are not interpreted in 
the light of the Biblical message. 


8. We believe that the Christian Church can 
and should offer that love and fellowship 
and strength to every person under its influ- 
ence which reveal the redeeming power of 
God in the growth of the individual. We 
believe this constitutes a preventive ministry 
in the sense of sustaining the person in hours 
of crisis so that the disintegration of body, 
mind or spirit will not occur and that this 
also serves a healing purpose as the Church 
functions as a channel for divine grace. 


The Position of Women in the Church 


The report of the Ad Interim Committee on 
a Biblical study of the position of women in 
the Church was presented by Dr. Edward G. 
Lilly, Chairman of the Committee. The As- 
sembly adopted the first recommendation of 
this Committee which approved Overture No. 
58, stating that it is not out of accord with 


the teaching of the Bible to have women speak 


in the courts of our Church. The second rec- 
ommendation relating to Overture No. 69, that 
came from the Presbytery of Fayetteville, ask- 
ing that the proper and necessary steps to amend 
the Book of Church Order to provide for the 
eligibility to hold the offices of Ruling Elder 
and Deacon in the congregations of the Pres- 
byterian Churches of the United States, on a 
permissive basis, was answered in the affirma- 
tive by a close vote of 234 to 226. 


The Assembly debated approximately two 
hours before the vote was taken on this recom- 
mendation. Dr. Guy T. Gillespie, former Presi- 
dent of Belhaven College, was the first speaker 
to oppose the recommendation. He said that 
it placed the opponents in a false light. It 
also presented a serious conflict between our 
convictions ‘concerning the Word of God and 
our appreciation of the marvelous work the 
women have been doing in their devotion to 
Christ. He declared that this move was a radical 
departure from the position of the Church. 


The Rev. Gabriel Abdullah, of Suwanee Pres- 
bytery, also opposed this recommendation. He 
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asserted: “Never has there been in the Bible 


a woman Elder. Let us not fear to follow Scrip- 
ture.” 


_ Dr. Daniel Iverson, speaking against the rec- 
ommendation, said: “The Scripture is consistent 
in giving to man the leadership in the Church 
of Christ. When the Word of God was com- 
pleted that was the pattern for us to follow. 
We must not be governed by what other de- 
nominations do, or do not do. Our Church 
would be making a grave mistake if we depart 
from our established practice.” 


The Rev. James G. Spencer declared that 
“electing women Elders and Deacons will not 


solve our problems and that when the women 
begin to move forward to occupy the official 
places of the Church now held by men, the 


men will begin to move backward and let the ~ 


women bear the burden of responsibility.” 


Dr. Fred H. Olert, of East Hanover Presby- 
tery, spoke for the recommendation and _ af- 
firmed: “Scripture does not support discrimina- 
tion on any level. I have served churches where 
we have had women officers and the practice 
has proved successful.” 


Ruling Elder, Tom Johnson, of Central 
Texas, spoke in favor of the recommendation. 
He argued: “Women helped win the World 
War. I am in the telephone business and we 
employ women. The same thing is true in other 
businesses. We need women on our official 
boards.” 


According to the Book of Church Order, be- 
fore such a change as this can be made in the 
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
a majority of eighty-five Presbyteries must ratify 
the Assembly’s actions during the coming year 
and then be approved by the 1957 Assembly. 
The Assembly turned down a motion to send 
the Committee’s statement down to the Presby- 
teries with recommendation that it be read aloud 
when the question comes up for action. 


Marriage, Divorce and Re-Marriage 


_ For several years,'an Ad Interim Committee 


has been studying the subject of marriage, di- 


vorce and re-marriage. This study has proved 
to be a complex problem as far as agreement 
was concerned. The Committee reported cer- 
tain areas of agreement and also a number of 
areas of disagreement. The Assembly voted to 
delete from Chapter 26 of the Confession of 


- Faith paragraphs No. 5 and No. 6, thus making 


the divine intention of marriage as set forth in 
the Bible without any exception. The Assembly 
also answered Overture No. 26, from the Pres- 
bytery of Dallas, in these words: “In the judg- 
ment of this Committee, a minister should not 
perform any marriage where there is not a clear 
intention to establish a Christian home. 
Whether this involved actual membership in 
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some true Christian church should be left to. 


the discretion of the minister.” 


The question of common law marriage was 
assigned to the Committee to be studied in the 
light of Scripture, especially what .constitutes 
marriage as relating to the State and the 
Church. The Assembly approved the Commit- 
tee’s statement: “It is the judgment of the Com- 
mittee that in the light of Scripture what con- 
stitutes marriage is neither the act of the State, 
nor the Church, but the mutual consent of the 
parties to live together as man and wife. There- 
fore, in the sight of God a common law mar- 
riage is a valid marriage. Nevertheless, in the 
light of a Christian’s obligation as a citizen he 
should obey the laws that govern marriage in 
the State where he lives.” 


Sunday 


The Commissioners to the 96th General As- 
sembly and their guests listened attentively to 
a deeply challenging address by the Rev. Stephen 
Sloop, a dynamic missionary to Brazil. “The 
Greater Works to the Greater Glory of God” 
was the topic of his message. The speaker called 
upon the Assembly to acknowledge “the debts of 
love we owe to all men everywhere all the 
time.” In payment of these debts he said we 
promote the greater glory of God. Christians 
must give themselves unstintingly for the wel- 
fare and conversion of all men, he told the As- 
sembly. With word-pictures of various Brazilian 
converts, the missionary illustrated the strength 
of the Gospel of Christ in creating new men 
and new women. 


Many Commissioners were surprised to learn 
that “today there are more Protestant Brazilian 
ministers preaching the Gospel to their own 
people than there are Brazilian Roman Catholic 
priests.” Dr. Sloop said that there is a growing 
desire on the part of influential Brazilians to 
have our Church send-more missionaries to 
their country. He related the fact that Dr. Vin- 
cente, President of a large bank in Brazil, said 
to him last August: “I am not a Protestant: 
my wife is a Presbyterian. I should like to make 
one request. Ask your mission board to send 
us more missionaries.” 7 


During the afternoon, the Inter-Church Re- 
lations Committee presented the fraternal dele- 
_ gates. The Rev. L. T. Knox, pastor of the Sec- 
ond A.R.P. Church of Gastonia, North Carolina, 
brought greetings from his communion. Speak- 
ing on the meaning of Christian greetings, he 
said: “It is the courteous thing to do. We 
express our appreciation to you for the many 
contributions you have made because of Christ. 
We are neighbors and we can be helpful to 
one another.” 


The United Presbyterian Church was repre- 
sented by the Rev. Robert H. Mayo, pastor of 
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Wilson - the Realist.’ 


the First United Presbyterian Church in New 
Castle, Pennsylvania. Mr. Mayo spoke with a 
note of bitterness and practically all of his 


address was filled with rancor. He criticized 
severely the members of his own Church who 
were seeking to conserve it. Mr. Mayo evidenced 


no sense of propriety and abused his fine privi- 


lege. Apparently, he was intent upon opening 
old wounds. He did great injury to the cause 
of real Christian fellowship. 


For the past few years, several representatives 
of the United Presbyterian Church have spoken 
in such a manner. Many feel that if such rep- 
resentatives continue to offend the Assembly, 
the interchange of fraternal delegates should be 
terminated. 


Dr. Glenn Moore, Executive Secretary of the 
General Council of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., conveyed a formal letter to the Assembly. 
He expressed fraternal esteem of the U.S.A. 
Church. Dr. Moore reported: “We have just 
had a good Assembly. It was not an exciting 
one. We made a good record this year and a 
new unity is expressing itself in our Church.” 
On the subject of segregation, Dr. Moore de- 
clared that at the recent Assembly this state- 
ment was officially made: “Whatever you say 
on the subject of segregation you must be ready 
to apply it to your own local congregation.” ‘This 
counsel evidences a note of sincerity not always 
found in such pronouncements. . 


The Assembly was informed by Dr. Moore 
that negotiations for a merger with the United 
Presbyterian Church were making rapid 
progress. He said that the U.S.A. Assembly 
voted to unite with the United’ Presbyterian 
Church and there were less than half a dozen 
negative votes. Then Dr. Moore affirmed: “Our 
Assembly voted to send this action down to the 
Presbyteries. Our Church would be glad to 
unite with any Church that would like to unite 
with us.’ 


The evening service featured an address by 
Dr. Frontis Johnston, Professor of History at 
Davidson College, on the subject, ‘““Woodrow 
“Woodrow Wilson,” 
Dr. Johnston stated, “‘was a member of a small 
group of great men whose religion far transcends 
the normal. He firmly believed and _ lived by 
his words; “The Bible is the Word of life. I do 
not understand how any man can approach the 
duties of life without a faith in Jesus Christ.’ ” 
In this scholarly address Dr. Johnston followed 
the great Presbyterian President through his en- 
tire career and drew out of his life wisdom that 
ne to be applied to our national life today. 


“To interpret Woodrow Wilson properly,” 
Dr. Johnston said, “four factors which molded 
the man must be kept in mind.” ‘These were: 
“He was Scotch-Irish; a Southerner; a Christian 
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aid a Presbyterian; and a scholar.” He closed 


his address with this.statement: ‘““The only thing 


the world cannot permanently resist is the moral * 


force of great convictions. Mr. Wilson was con- 
vinced that the great cause he lived for would 
rise again.” 


Bills and Overtures : 
The Standing Committee on Bills and Over- 
tures responded as follows to Overtures No. 4, 
No. 5, No. 6, No. 7 and No. 46, in regard to 
the advisability of concentrating all the Assem- 


_bly’s agencies at one point within the Church. 


“Having heard representatives of Presbyterian 
Properties of Atlanta, Georgia, and having 
heard representatives from the boards involved, 
discuss the advisability of such a study, and also 
having reviewed carefully recommendations of 
the Ad Interim Committees on which previous 
Assemblies have taken definite action concern- 
ing this matter, we feel that no further study 
is justified, and therefore recommend that these 
Overtures be answered in the negative.” 


Inter-Church Relations 


The Assembly answered in the negative Over- 
tures No. 28, No. 29 and No. 50, which had 
reference to referring to the Presbyteries for 
action the deliverance of the 1954 Assembly 
on the subject of segregation. _ 


Due to the fact that there has been growing 
dissatisfaction within the Church concerning 
some actions of the National Council of 
Churches, the Assembly instructed the Perma- 
nent Committee on Inter-Church Relations to 
investigate the specific charges made, or implied, 
in Overtures No. 28, No. 29, No. 35-7 and No. 
50, submitted to the 1956 Assembly, and any 
other specific charges of a related nature sub- 
mitted on or before November the 15th, 1956. 
The Committee was further instructed to make 
a further study of the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of membership of the Presbyterian U. S. 
in the National Courcil of Churches and the 
World Council of Churches, and to submit to 
the 1957 Assembly a complete report of such 
investigations and study with recommendations. 


Women’s Work 
The attention of the General Assembly was 


called to progress in Women’s Work. ‘There 


are now 3,308 churches that have Women of the 
Church groups. Thirty-five of these are newly 


_ organized churches. membership _ totals 


339,198. During the closing year, the total gifts 
amounted to $3,534,833.00, of which two-thirds 
went to benevolences. This represented an in- 
crease of $100,000.00 | 


Christian Education 


“More than bread is needed” among the 
166,000,000 Americans, the ninety-fifth annual 
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report of the Board of Christian Education af- 
firmed. “The highest nature of man cannot be 
satisfied by bread; it is satisfied by God who 
has given Himself and His daily blessings to 
man,” continued the report. 


The major purposes of the Board of Christian 
Education are set forth in this statement: “To 
teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to lead man 
to put his faith in Christ, and to teach man the 
full responsibilities of Christian faith.” 


To assist the Board in fulfilling its mission 
a Curriculum Study Committee has been ap- 
pointed to make an extensive study of the ques- 
tion of curriculum. The committee is now en- 


gaged in this study. The study will include the- 
ological content that should go into Sunday 


School materials and description of the method- 
ology to be used. An appraisal of the present 
curriculum will be made to determine what im- 
provements or changes should be made. 


The financial statement of the Board indicat- 
ed a healthy condition. Total receipts amount- 
ed to $2,732,867.32. 


Some of the days recommended by the Assem- 
bly for observance include the following days 
and seasons: Religious Education Season, Sep- 
tember 1-30, 1956; Rally Day, September 30, 
1956; Laymen’s Sunday, October 21, 1956; and 
Christian Family Week, May 5-12, 1957. Pastors 
and Sessiéns are requested to acquaint the men 
of their congregations with the purpose, pro- 
gram, and leadership of the Presbyterian Men’s 
Conve to be held in Miami, Florida, Octo- 


ber 10-13, 1957, which is Laymen’s Sunday. 


The Standing Committee on Christian Edu- 
cation stated that the Mountain Retreat Associa- 
tion had a successful 1955 conference season 
and listed twenty-six conferences to be held in 
Montreat during the current season. The As- 
sociation has paid $45,000.00 on the Howerton 
Retirement Fund and is now ready to pay $25,- 
000.00 on the water and power extension pro- 
gram. It has received $32,000.00 more than 
spent last year. The fiscal year the college has 
a balance of approximately $22,000.00. 


The Standing Committee expressed apprecia- 
tion to Dr. Marshall C. Dendy for his fine spirit 
of co-operation, and to his entire staff for their 


- work in ministering to the increasing needs of 


our Church. 


Board of Annuities and Relief 


“Fulfilling of Seven Opportunities” was the 


subject of the attractive presentation of the 


1955 Annual Report from the Board of Annu- 
ities and Relief. This Board is charged with 
the responsibility of handling the Ministers’ 


Annuity Fund, Employees’ Annuity Fund, Min- 


isterial Relief, Group Insurance, Gift Annuity 
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Agreements, Wills, and the Management of the 
Presbyterian Center. i 


The Board reports that through prompt and 
constant endeavor, and through promotion and 
consistent endorsement, the Ministers’ Annuity 


Fund is fast becoming accepted not only as a 


“good thing to have,” but as a necessity. During 
the year 1955, the Board made grants to 320 
minister annuitants and widows of annuitants 
totaling $284,472.14. The assets of the Fund 
have been increasing in a gratifying way during 
the sixteen years it has been in operation. 


In 1955, Ministerial Relief was forwarded 
regularly to 56 ministers, 230 widows of min- 
isters, and 14 orphans of minister’s homes. ‘To 
315 homes a total of $196,812.86 was sent in 
the form of Ministerial Relief grants. In addi- 
tion, $287,912.34 of the Fund of Ministerial Re- 
lief was used by authorization of the General 
Assembly to supplement the inadequate annu- 
ities of 320 annuitants. The total Ministerial 
Relief funds disbursed during the year to both 
beneficiaries and annuitants was $484,725.20. 
The funds with which Ministerial Relief is ad- 
ministered are secured from three sources: in- 


come on Endowments made to the Board; the © 


Joy Gift each December; and the proportion 
received from the Church budget. 


The Board reported also that as of Decem- 
ber 31, 1955, 2,293 are enrolled in the Life 
Insurance feature, and that 1,678 of these are 
included in the hospitalization and surgeon’s fee 
coverage. 


The Standing Committee commended the 
diligence of the Staff of the Board of Annuities 
and Relief and expressed its continued confi- 
dence in the leadership of the Board. 


Board of Church Extension 


The purpose of the Board of Church Exten- 
sion is to lead in the expansion and strength- 
ening of the home Church. As an evidence of 
the fact that this responsibility has been dis- 
charged, the Board shows that our Assembly’s 
net growth in membership has gone from 227,- 
000 to 255,000 or a net gain of 39 per cent and 
the giving has increased 220 percent. In this 
relatively short period, they have organized 569 
new churches, for an eleven year average of 
4.31 new congregations per month. These new 
churches now have a total membership of 92,615. 
During the year 1955 these new churches con- 
tributed a total of $7,726,276, of which $3,050,- 
833 was for building, $3,878,833 was for current 
expenses, and $797,312 was for benevolences. 
From the above figures we learn that our in- 
vestment in new Presbyterian churches is already 
returning over three-quarters of a million dol- 
lars per year in giving to Benevolences. The 
Board of Church Extension is happy to have 
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had some part in bringing almost every one of 
these 569 new churches into being. 


During the year 1955 the six Departments 
of the Division of Home Missions have func- 
tioned at full capacity in their efforts to carry 
out the tasks assigned by the General Assembly. 


The urban church department points out 
that the population of our country is moving 
ever-increasingly to our cities and their subur- 
ban environs and this is indeed true in the area 
covered by our church. The population in our 
Southland in 1950 was almost equally divided 
between the rural and city classifications. ‘The 
prédiction is made that by 1975, if the present 
movement cityward continues, approximately 60 
per cent of our people will be living in the cities 
of over 10,000. The Urban Department offers 
its assistance to any church or groups desiring 
that a study be made. | 


The Town and Country Church Department 
conducts four Town and Country Pastors’ In- 
stitutes. With the perennial shortage of pastors, 
resulting in an inadequate program in literally 
hundreds of churches throughout the Assembly, 
it was emphasized and we are urged to adopt 
a new strategy in grouping our churches. Our 
policy of grouping churches will never solve 
this problem. It can only result in more va- 
cancies. 


The Church Architecture Department ex- 
plained that sixteen million dollars was spent 
on church building. Another ten million could 
be added that, no doubt, has been borrowed. 
This amount nears the twenty-nine. million 
spent on current expenses and is about twice the 
amount the Church gave to the total benevolent 
program. It is the highest amount spent on 
church building in the history of our church. 
This department offers advice and assistance 
to groups planning new church buildings. 


The Radio and Television Department pre- 
sented a report indicating progress. The As- 
sembly was told that perhaps never before has 
there been so wide a coverage by any Protestant 
denomination. The Protestant Radio and Tele- 
vision Center makes possible the most effective 
use of electronic communication for mass evan- 
gelism and Christian teaching. 


The Assembly approved the Standing Com- 
mittee’s recommendation that during the Week 
of Prayer and Self-Denial for Church Extension 
in 1957, our people be asked for a one million 


dollar supplemental offering to help meet the — 


pressing need for capital funds to build churches 
in this day of marvelous opportunity. Dr. E. 
B. McGukin, Chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittee, explained that eighty per cent of all 
funds so raised in a Presbytery should be re- 
tained by it for church building within its own 
bounds and twenty per cent remitted to the 
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Board vi Church Extension for distribution to 
areas Of greatest need and opportunity. Dr. 
Pp. D. Miller and his staff were thanked for 
their faithful services. 


Board of World Missions 


The Presbyterian Church in the United States 
has the responsibility for evangelizing at least 
40,000,000 people in Mexico, Ecuador, Brazil 
Belgian Congo, Portugal, Formosa, Japan, and 
Korea. All of these areas are wide open to our 
missionaries today. Never have the people been 
more willing to listen. Despite the dire need 
and this unprecedented opportunity our Church 
does not have enough missionaries to do more 
than a small part of what is demanded by the 
dignity and dimensions of the task. We have 


only 477 missionaries to reach these forty million 


people. 


That there is some unrest in Africa is recog- 
nized, but it is said to be primarily of the kind 
that can be attributed to “growing pains.” The 
year 1955 was marked by a significant number 
of forward steps which gave great promise of 
fruitfulness in the years ahead. A new work 
was opened in the capital city, of Leopoldville 
and the first dental school in_the Congo was 
established at Lubondai Station. 


terian Church in Brazil continues 
) the respect and admiration of all 
those who are familiar with its work and pro- 
gram. The Church has kept pace with its goal 
and has grown from a communicant member- 


ship of 50,000 to 80,000 and the effort is con- 


tinuing with cumulative success. Our own three 
Missions in Brazil, now at the peak of their 
strength with 110 missionaries, are cooperating 
with and assisting the national church in this 


effort. 


Formosa is a key place. It is in the hearts of 
the missionaries as a strategic portion of the far- 


_ flung battle line of the Kingdom of God. The 
_ variety, extent, and effectiveness of the work 
_ of the Mission has grown during the past year. 
_ The report said, “There is the work with the 
Aborigines, or high mountain people. Original- 
_ ly they were head hunters fiercely independent 
_ and were never fully conquered by the Japanese 
_ during all the fifty years they dominated the 
_ island. This work has been one of the miracles 
_ of modern missions, but it sprang up so rapidly 
_ that there was not enough trained leadership 
_ to direct its growth and development.” Formosa 
with all of its difficulties and problems and 
_ complications, with all its encouragements and 

opportunities of preaching Jesus Christ the 


Saviour, is in the hearts of the missionaries. 


The Protestant Church in Japan will soon 
celebrate its one hundredth birthday. After a 
century of growth the church finds itself in 
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cision was: 


the midst of great opportunity as well as coni- 
plex problems. In order to more adequately 
meet the urgent need of evangelizing its terri- 
tory, the Japan Mission is calling for nineteen 


evangelistic and educational workers immediate- 


ly. Particularly acute is the need for ordained 
ministers. 


' There is evidence everywhere in the work in 

Korea of an intensive forward movement. The 
churches are bursting at the seams with over- 
flow attendance, and are having to tear down 
and build, or add to old buildings in order to 
accommodate the crowds who wait on the steps 
or remove sliding windows in order to take part 
in the services. The missionaries have been 
maintaining the pioneer evangelistic work to 
which they had been called by the Korean 
Church. 


Our mission in Mexico, in common with 
others in our several fields, finds itself dealing 
more and more with a new and happy factor 
in our work. That is the presence alongside 
itself of a growing and vigorous national church. 
In the last ten years the Mexico Mission has 
received 24 new missionaries, 4 of whom will 
be in language study through the year 1956. 
During the same period, 3 have died, 4 have 


- retired, and 11 have resigned for health or 
other reasons. 


This year several more reach 
retirement age. The need, therefore, is urgent 
in this - field. 


During the year 1955, the Presbyterian 
Church in Portugal, while assiduously strength- 
ening her inner life, moved once more in the 
direction of answering an importunate need 
within the Protestant community. After four 
years of study, survey and planning the first 
Protestant hospital, known as the Clinica de 
S. Lucas, was inaugurated in January. It is ad- 
ministered by four Protestant physicians and 
surgeons, in cooperation with Presbyterian fra- 
ternal workers and representatives of the Lisbon 
churches. 


The Board reportS* with gratitude that the 


regular receipts for 1955 totaled $2,932,052.80, 


and were sufficient to cover the actual expendi- 
tures, although they fell short of the approved 
spending budget by $17,947.20. 


Included in the Standing Committee’s report 
on World Missions was information in regard 
to the unanimous decision of the Board of. 
World Missions concerning the Japanese Inter- 
national Christian University. The Board’s de- 
“We would favor our Board ac- 
cepting membership in the Japanese Interna- 
tional Christian University Foundation in New 
York when it sees its way clear to put in its 
Constitution the doctrinal basis of the World 
Council of Churches which affirms its accept- 
ance of Jesus Christ as God and Savior.” A 
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Commissioner from Potomac Presbytery moved 
that this requirement be eliminated and that 
we begin to support the Japanese Christian Uni- 
versity regardless of what it believes. This 
amendment was voted down by a large majority. 


Christian Relations 


The Standing Committee found portions of 
the report of the Permanent Committee on 
Christian Relations to be unsatisfactory. The 
following statement was added to the Perma- 
nent Committee’s report: “We face this prob- 
lem with the realization that the basic cause of 
all delinquency in both adults and young peo- 
ple is human depravity expressing itself in 
rebellion against the sovereign will of God for 
society. Underlying this report is our profound 
belief that the regeneration of the individual 
by divine grace is the foundation of all true 
reformation of social relationships.”’ 


Dr. George H. Vick, Chairman of the Stand- 
ing Committee, reported that the actions of this 
Committee were unanimous and a fine spirit 
of harmony prevailed throughout all discus- 
sions. 


Interpretation 


1. The 1956 Assembly was not as glamorous 
as some Assemblies in recent years, but it 
will be remembered as one characterized by 
a fine Christian spirit in all discussions. Few 
discordant notes: were heard. The removal 
of agitation on behalf of an ecclesiastical 
merger has tremendously improved the atti- 
tudes of Commissioners in their relation- 
ships with each other. Differences still exist 
but they are faced with a greater measure of 
understanding and courtesy. 


2. Dr. W. T. Thompson, the new Moderator, 
was eminently fair at all times. Elected by 
acclamation, he served impartially as the 
Moderator of the entire Assembly. His calm- 
ness and winsomeness were contagious. 


3. “The Worship Programs added much to the 

spiritual atmosphere of the %essions. These 

_ programs were built ateund the great hymns 
of the Church. 


4. As one observes the operations of the As- 
sembly he is impressed with the efficiency 
of our Boards and Agencies and the progress 
our Church is making in every department. 
No one will claim that our Communion 
is “without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing,” but it is obvious that we are march- 
ing forward in the Southland and in eight 
foreign countries. 


5. For our continued success in the ministry 
of Christ we must constantly bear in mind 
that the message we are to speak to the 
perplexities and confusions and anxieties of 
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our day is of paramount significance. Out 
of the depths of a vital Christian faith and 
a profound Christian love let us pray that 
we may be faithful in delivering the whole 
counsel of God. Our concern at this point 
is not academic but practical, “Man shall 
not live by bread alone but by every Word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 
This truth we need to underline heavily. 


(From “New Testament Evangelism” 


by Wade C. Smith) 
Lesson No. 144 


“FIisHING WitH THE WorpD 


Angling. In “fin” fishing, successful angling 
is inducing the fish to swallow the hook. This 
of course involves the matter of “bait” for the 
hook. The keen point of the hook with its 
securing barb might partially represent the 
Holy Spirit, for it is He who penetrates and 
engages. Bait is essential in “fin” fishing. Its 
counterpart in soul fishing is the Word of God. 


At the very beginning of the effort to win 
souls to Jesus Christ, the personal worker must 
be under strong conviction as to the verity of 
God’s Word, for this will be the most effective 
equipment he can hold in his hand. (You see 
this leaves room for prayer as of equal import- 
ance, if not of first importance). To be a suc- 
cessful soul winner—and a happy one—he must 
be ready to stake his all on the integrity, the 
veracity and the infallibility of the inspired 
Word. No use to start out with a Bible for 
which you must apologize—in any part of it, 
Old Testament or New Testament. A piece of 
goods with a flaw in it (or a suspected flaw!) 
takes all the pep out of a salesman. An auto- 
mobile dealer, in explaining to the writer why 
his agency had shifted from one make of car 
to another, said, “The car I was handling had 
one weak feature in it, and though it was ex- 
cellent in every other respect, that one weak- 
ness so persistently forced itself into my think- 
ing that it took the edge off.my sales talk, and 
I made the change at a great sacrifice so that 
I might represent to the public an automobile 
whose every feature I can be enthusiastic about 
to the last degree.” 


The Bible is invincible. As the “Sword of 
the Spirit,’ inspired of God and guaranteed by 
Him not to fail, the personal worker for Christ 
can proceed with it in entire confidence. More- 
over, it has been tested through the centuries 
and has been found all sufficient for the soul's 
every need. Stop right here and read Isaiah 
55:10-13 and Hebrews 4:12. : 
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The Word of God, weapon and food. God's 


Word is both weapon and food for the Christian 


soldier, and he must know it as food before he 
can use it as a weapon. It is not an uncommon 
thing for new converts in their enthusiasm over 
their discovery of the new life, to start out 
giving testimony of their experience. They 
grow bold and are ready to tell their story in 
meetings; but after a time the narrative wears 
smooth and loses its freshness. ‘Then they be- 
come discouraged and languish, if indeed they 
do not lapse altogether into the old uselessness. 
Ninety-nine times out of a hundred the cause 
of this is the lack of nourishment in the Word. 


They have failed to put fresh fuel to their 
blazing fire, and it burned out. The reason 
Moses’ burning bush did not fail was because 


‘Seenes in ~The ick + Ruler” Story | 


‘Cain Kille Abel 


sce AND MANY OTHERS CAN Be MADE 
WITH THE SAME SET 


Order nen Wade Smith, 
Box 404, Weaverville, N. C. 
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Wade ‘Smith’s Little Jetts “Parts” 


the Spirit of God was in it. The Holy Spirit 
is in His Word. “The sincere milk of the Word” 
is not only necessary for the very life of “new- 
born babes,” but it is the essential food for 
every redeemed soul that would be of service 
to the Master. The soul winner must daily and 
regularly feed upon the Word of God just as 
surely as the physical man must have bread and 
meat and drink in order to stay alive. In the 
failure of God’s people to take daily nourish- 
ment of the spiritual food which is provided 
in His Word, lies the secret of the Church’s 
weakness and ineffectiveness before her great 
task today. If all Christians were even half as 
intent upon getting the spiritual diet for their 
souls as they are to regularly and amply supply 
their stomachs, a revolution would come in the 
Church unparalleled by any that has gone be- 
fore. Such a heart searching and such a rise in 
spiritual power would occur in the Church as 
to make the world stop and rub its eyes in won- 
derment. A great wave of evangelism would 
sweep around the earth and multitudes would 
be brought to the Lord—by Bible reading 
Christians. 


(More about the Word as food and weapon 
in: next lesson.) 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
. in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, June 24, II Peter 1:3-11. God’s divine 
election must be supplemented by the Chris- 
tian’s desire to grow in grace (v.10). The Chris- 
tian is able to grow because of the divine power 
of God that dwells within him (v.3). How- 
ever, the Christian.must choose whether or not 
he will avail himself of the divine resources and 
turn from sin to God (v.4). Thus the Christian 
decides what is to be the nature of his eternal 
inheritance (vv.9-11). Is there any particular 
virtue listed in vv.5-7 that is lacking in your 
life and causing you to be unfruitful for Christ 


_(v.8) ? Is it your desire to turn from the appe- 


tites of the flesh and become a partaker of the 
divine nature (v.4)? 


Monday, June 25, I Corinthians 11:23-32. 
One of the most sacred experiences in the Chris- 
tian’s life is the celebration of the Lord’s Sup- 
per (vv.23-26). What was the attitude of the 
Corinthian Christians toward this sacred insti- 
tution (vv.20-22) ? What are the terrible conse- 
quences that can come upon those who treat 
this service lightly (vv.27,29-33) ? Though your 
behavior is in no way comparable to that of 
the Corinthian Christians, are there times when 
you approach the Lord’s Table without the 
deep reverence it deserves? Read vv.23-26 again, 
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meditating on the meaning of the communion 
service. What does it mean to you personally? 


Tuesday, June 26, Psalm 32. David may have 
written this Psalm following his confession of 
sin with Bathsheba (Psalm 51). The terrible 
ordeal of harboring unconfessed sin (vv.3-4) 
has been relieved by a confession of sin to God 
(v.5). Detect the tremendous release (vv.1-2,11) 
that comes with making things right with the 
Lord. What new relation did the Psalmist find 
with God after -his confession (vv.6-7)? What 
lesson did he learn according to v.10? What 
counsel does God have for you if you are har- 
boring unconfessed sin in your life (vv.8-9) ? 


Wednesday, June 27, Jeremiah 31:31-34. 
Jeremiah lived in the days just before Judah was 
sold into exile for 70 years. Through Jeremiah 
God promised that following Judah’s destruc- 
tion and exile there would be a day when the 
country would prosper again (vv.27-28). Jere- 
miah also prophesied that there would be a 
time when God would have an entirely new 
relation to his people above and beyond the 
Old Testament covenant (vv.31-32). Though 
God’s people utterly fail Him (v.32b), His 
mercy and love toward them cannot be destroyed 
(vv.28b,31-34). How is the New Covenant su- 
perior to the Old (vv.32-33)? What hope.do 
God’s people in this age have-for a better time 
to come (v.34) ? 


Thursday, June 28, Luke 24:13-32. Jesus 


was the master teacher of history. What con- 
cept of Christ did the men on the Emmaus 
road have (vv.20-21)? What did they know 
about the resurrection (vv.22-24)? Observe the 
series of questions Jesus put to them when he 
first talked with them (vv.15-19)? What was 
the actual purpose of the questions? Must a 
teacher know what the feelings and thoughts 


of his students are before he can really teach | 


them? Is good rapport important to good teach- 
ing? Following these questions, Jesus began to 
teach them directly (vv.25-27). How did they 
come to recognize the risen Christ (vv.30-31) ? 
Is it more effective for a person to discover 
truth for himself than to have someone simply 
tell it to him? What lessons from Jesus’ methods 
of teaching can you apply to your teaching? 


Friday, June 29, John 16:4-14. Jesus has been 
warning His disciples that after His departure, 
persecution would come upon them (15:18-21; 
16:1-3). This warning was designed to prevent 
them from being surprised when the enemies 


of Christ turned their wrath upon them (v.4). 


Yet, observe that Christ’s departure was to their 
advantage (vv.6-7). What relation would the 
Holy Spirit have to the disciples (v.13)? What 
relation does He have to the world (vv.8-11) ? 
Why do you think the Holy Spirit reveals him- 
self one way to the world and another way to 
the Christian? Is His main task in your life 
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the rebuking of sin (vv.8-10) or is He able to 
lead you into deeper spiritual truth (v.13)? 
What relation does He have to the Lord Jesus 
(v.14) ? Could a desire to persist in sin rather 
than to glorify Christ be one reason for the 
Holy Spirit’s not revealing more of Christ ‘to 
you? 


Saturday, June 30, John 6:51-59. Jesus was 
speaking to those who followed Him for the 
dole of bread they might receive (vv.24-26). In 
stressing the point of v.27, He mentions the 
truths of vv.51-59. Did the crowd have any 
discernment of spiritual truth (vv.41-42,52) ? 
What do you think Jesus hoped to accomplish 
by proclaiming spiritual truth to this group? 
Notice the disciples (v.60). What did the twelve 
see in Christ that the others missed (vv.66-68) ? 
Do. you know the spiritual nourishment that 
comes from Christ’s own presence in your life 
(vv.53,56) ? This abiding presence of Christ in 
a person’s heart is eternal life (vv.54,58) . 


BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING (20 Pages) 
and 
BAPTISM OF INFANTS (20 Pages) 
By Ben L. Rose, D.D. } 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
| Wilmington, North Carolina - 
10c per single copy; $1.00 per dozen copies 
or $5.00 per hundred copies postpaid. 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL 


‘Weaverville, 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern As- 
sociation College and Secondary Schools En- 
dowed. Christian emphasis. A.A. and A.S. 
degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. 
Personal attention. Scientific tests. Athletics. 
Two-year business course. Preparatory depart- 
ment with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. Mod- 
erate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer 

begins June 9, 1956. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
x 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR JULY 1 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Nine Letters Of Faith And Encouragement 


Background Scripture: Luke 9:28-36; Hebrews 13:9, 18-25; I Peter 1:1, 2; 2:19-25; II Peter 


1:1, 2, 15-18; Jude 3:17-25. 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 20 


“In the name of our God we will set up our banners” 


(Psalm 20:5). In the Song of Solomon, 


6:10, we have some words which are usually taken as referring to the Church, the Bride of Christ: 
“Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as 
an army with banners?’”’ Victorious armies have flags waving, and bands playing. The Church is 


an army. It is marching to victory. Our banners are not man-made: 


we will set up our banners.” The Cross of 
Christ is our “banner”, and we march forth in 
the name of the Conquering King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords. In Revelation 19:11-16 we have 
striking description of our Great Commander: 
“And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh 
- aname written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 
OF LORDS.” 


If we are to be victorious in our fight against 
all the mighty hosts of sin and Satan, we must 
have FAITH in our Leader and Commander. 
It is in His Name that we go forth to battle. 
In our lesson today we have some selections 
from the Word of God that will strengthen 
our faith and encourage us. The Golden Text 
from Jude 3 is an exhortation to “Earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints.”” These words are badly needed 
in our day when so many attacks are being 
- made upon our faith and so many forces are 
seeking to discourage us in our battle against 
- “principalities and powérs and spiritual wick- 
_ edness in high places.’’ These attacks of our 
- enemies have never been more subtle or more 
_ dangerous than in these “last days,’’ when, as 
Paul warns us, there will be a fearful “falling 
_ away” from the faith, and the Preaching of “‘an- 
other gospel” which is not “another,” and is 
_ characterized as having a form of godliness 
_ without its power. The real gospel is the power 
_ of God unto salvation. No other is worth be- 
_ lieving or preaching. 


I. The Transfiguration: Luke 9:28-36. 

_ Verse 27 reads, “But I tell you of a truth, there 
_ be some standing here, which shall not taste 
of death, till they see the kingdom of God.” 
_ About eight days after this Jesus took three of 
His disciples up into a mountain to pray, and 
as He prayed, He was transfigured: “the fashion 
of His countenance was altered and His ral- 
ment was white and glistering.”’ 


The disciples had seen Him daily as He 
preached and taught end healed, but His Deity 
had been veiled by His humanity. They had 
made a noble Confession of Faith in Him as 


the Christ of God. He had told them of His 
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“In the name of our God 


approaching sufferings and death and warned 
them not to be ashamed of Him. Peter especial- 
ly had not liked this talk about His suffering 


and death, and had said impulsively, Be it far 


from thee, Lord; this shall never be unto thee. 
He now allows thé three disciples to see ‘His 
glory,” as Peter afterwards speaks of it. The 
Transfiguration comes at this critical time in 
His ministry and reveals to them a triumphant 
Christ and His coming Kingdom. Peter remem- 
bered this scene and refers to it in II Peter 1:16; 


‘they were eyewitnesses of His majesty. It gave 


them a solid basis for their faith and hope, and 
a much needed encouragement. It is well for 
us to keep in mind that the Christ we serve 
is a glorified Christ, risen from the dead, reign- 
ing at the right hand of His Father, from whence 
He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
Our faith is not built upon “cunningly devised 
fables,” as some unbelievers and scoffers would 
tell us today, but upon the Word of God; upon 
the Christ Who is the Son of God, “My beloved 
Son,” whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. 


II. The Blood of the Everlasting Covenant: 


Hebrews 13:9,18-25. 


Why is so much said about “Blood” in both 
the Old and New Testaments? Read and study 
the Epistle to the Hebrews and you-will get a 
clear answer to that question. God made a 
Covenant with His People in the Old Testament 
and this Covenant was signed and sealed with 
biood. The blood of beasts on: Jewish altars 
slain could not take away sin; it could only 
tell the story in symbol, type, and illustration, 
ot the coming Lamb of God Who takes away 
the sins of the world. He bore our sins in His 
own body on the tree; He was made sin for 
us Who knew no sin; the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanses from all sin. This is the blood of the 
New Covenant which is shed for the remission 
of sins. 


There are many “divers and strange doctrines” 
today and the most dangerous of them all is the 
teaching of the Unitarians, which at one stroke 
would destroy the Deity of our Lord and the 
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“Blood of the everlasting Covenant.” The pro- 
claiming of such ‘“‘another gospel” which is not 
another, but a counterfeit, is very common. 


Let us never swerve from our faith in the 


precious blood of Christ, by which we have been 
redeemed. Only such a faith can make us per- 
fect in every good work. Only through the 
Risen Shepherd of the sheep can we have peace 


and grace: “To whom be glory for ever and — 


ever. Amen”! 


III. “Because Christ also Suffered for us”: 
I Peter 1:1,2; 2:19-25. 

Peter is writing to the “sojourners of the dis- 
persion” who have been scattered abroad and 
who are suffering for the sake of Christ. ‘They 
were to remember that Christ suffered for them 
before they were called upon to suffer for Him. 
He left them an example of suffering. They 
were to follow in the steps of One Who did 
no sin, and yet suffered for sin. He bore His 
suffering patiently: “When he was reviled, re- 
viled not again.” He did far more than this, 
however: “Who his own self bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree, that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto righteousness: by 
whose stripes ye were healed.” Our sufferings 
are not even in the same category with His. 
Let us remember that no matter how much we 


suffer, He suffered far more than we can ever — 


suffer, and His sufferings were vicarious: He 
suffered, the just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God. Here is great encouragement 
for the “suffering saints” of the First Century, 
and for suffering saints of the Twentieth Cen- 
tury also. I suppose that the memory of that 
terrible agony of the Shepherd and Bishop of 
our souls has strengthened the faith and en- 
couraged more saints than any other thing. Be- 
cause Christ suffered for us, we need never be 
ashamed to suffer as a Christian, but rather 
rejoice that we are counted worthy in a small 
degree to be a partaker of His sufferings. What 
a tonic for our faith is found in this passage 
from Peter’s Letter to the Christians of his day! 


iv. Fait”: Il Peter 1:1,2; 15-18. 
This “precious faith” is founded on the right- 
eousness of God, and our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and leads to multiplied grace and peace. <A 
faith that is “precious” must be based upon a 
precious foundation. How firm a foundation 
saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in 
llent Word! This is the Word which tells 
the salvation which we have in Christ. 


What a chasm separates our precious faith from | 


e faith of ignorant and misguided and dark- 

ed minds of those who put their trust in 
“cunningly devised. fables.” This phrase aptly 
describes all the false religions of the world. 
Millions upon millions are blindly following 
such “fables.” Added to these there are many 
“counterfeit gospels’ which assume the name 
“Christian.” They flourish even in our enlight- 
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ened country. Satan is never as shrewd as when 
he pretends to offer something dressed up in 
the garb of Christianity. The “beast” often pre. 
tends to be a “lamb.” 


Our “precious faith” is built upon the S@id 
Rock, the Lord Jesus Christ, whose power and 
coming were seen by the apostle Peter when 
he was with Him in the “holy mount.” , Only 
when we catch a vision of such a Christ, Who 
is worthy of all glory and honor, can we have 
a sure word of prophecy which is as a shining 
light in a dark world. We are living in “dark 
and dangerous days.” Evil flourishes on a big 
scale. We have need for our “precious faith.” 


V. “Kept”: Jude 3, 17-25: “Keep you from 
falling.” 

Jude urges us to “earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” 
Why? There have always been “mockers,’” and 
in these “last days” they will abound. These 
people walk after their own ungodly lusts. The 
world is full of such men and women. How 
can we be “kept”? How can we “keep ourselves” 
from these subtle and — enemies? 


First, we must build up oursel es IN Our most 
holy faith. We must be able to really “contend” 
for our faith; to give an answer to those who 
make fun of our faith. Sometimes people criti- 
cize “doctrinal preaching.”” How else can we 
proclaim the great fundamental facts of our 
faith? I can think of nothing more important 
than the preaching of such truths: the deity of 
our Lord, His Atonement, His resurrection, His 
coming in glory. The Church can only stand 
when these foundation stones are laid for our 
faith. Real revivals have always come from 
the preaching of truth.. 


_ Second, Praying in the Holy Spirit - Prayer 
and the presence of the Spirit. 
Third, Save souls; pull them out of the fire. 
Fourth, Keep yourselves in the love of God. 


Fifth, Commit ourselves to bic ( He is able 
to keep us from falling. 


Something To Sing About 


It is said that in a wealthy residential sectiot 
of Richmond, some new owners complained that 
the singing at a small Christian church nearby 
disturbed them. They therefore circulate! a 
petition to be presented to the city council ask- 


_ ing that the church be silenced. 


The solicitors brought the petition | to a Jew- 
ish resident and asked him to sign. He read 


it and said, “Gentlemen, I cannot sign it. If. 


I believed as do these Christians that my Mes- 
siah had come, I would shout it from the house- 
tops and on every street of Richmond, and no- 
body could stop me.”—Evangel. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 1 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Literature For Sunday Schools 


Hymn: ‘My Dear Redeemer, And My God” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Psalm 19 

Hymn: “O Love Divine, That Stopped To 
Share”’ 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

It is likely that most of us take our Sunday 
school literature for granted. When we receive 
our quarterlies, do we ask ourselves who had 
provided them for us? Do we not usually as- 
sume that it is the responsibility of the Sunday 
‘school itself to provide literature for its mem- 
bers? How would you feel if your teacher an- 
nounced at the beginning of the quarter that 
there was no material to be distributed because 
there had not been money enough to pay for 
it? What would you think if the superintendent 
announced. that there would be no more litera- 
ture because the Sunday school officers and 
teachers did not think it was important or 
helpful? If either of these things happened in 
our Sunday schools, it is quite certain that most 
of us would be very startled. 


It so happens that there are Sunday schools 


which are not able to purchase necessary litera- 


ture. Most of these are newly organized and 
have not had opportunity to “get on their feet” 
financially. The Board of Christian Educa- 
tion of our church offers a three months supply 
of free literature to new Sunday schools. The 
Senior High young people of the Presbyterian 
Church U. S. have decided to share in this pro- 
vision of free literature as one of the financial 
objectives for 1956. It is suggested that 20% 
of the benevolence budget be set aside for this 
work. In some groups it is the practice to re- 
ceive a special offering for these financial ob- 
jectives, but in any case, we shall see that this 


particular objective is a very worthy one in 


which we may have a part. 


Our speakers will seek to point out-some of 
the ways this free literature serves so impor- 
tantly in the life of a new Sunday school. 


First SPEAKER: 

Our leader has suggested that some new Sun- 
day schools cannot afford to buy the literature 
they need to make a beginning. You may be 
wondering if this is really true in many places, 
and if so, why. Some of our new Sunday schools 
are being organized in very poor communities, 


and in many instances those who are most in- | 


terested at the first are small children. In the 
351 outpost Sunday schools of our denomina- 
tion about two thirds of the members are chil- 
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dren and young people. ‘These persons have 
very little, if any, income. If provision of the 
literature depended upon them, it might not 
be provided. 

It is true that many outpost Sunday schools 
are sponsored by established churches, and it 
is also true that these churches are able to buy 
the literature to get started. There are other 
new Sunday schools being organized in isolated 
communities where there are no established 
churches to share in the cost of buildings, ma- 
terials, and supplies. In these communities the 


free literature is most helpful and most im- 


portant. 
SECOND SPEAKER: 

The gift of free literature from the official 
board of the church is a source of encourage- 
ment to any new Sunday school. This is true 
even if the people are able to buy their own 
materials. Many people, especially those who 
are not. very well acquainted with the church, 
have an idea that the church is “out to get all 
the money it can” from its people. It is alto- 
gether possible that people who are reached for 
the church by new Sunday schools will have 
this suspicion. It will be a real revelation to 
any who have such ideas to find that they are 
associated with a church which is concerned 
about giving as well as getting. It is encourag- . 
ing to all people to know that the church is in- 
terested in them. | 
‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

There are many times when the officers and 
teachers of a new Sunday school are at a loss 
to know what kind of literature to secure and 
where to order it. In other cases it may be 
felt that one quarterly or one hymn book is 
as good as another. There also may be an. un- 
wise attempt to “save money” by ordering in- 
sufficient amounts or by ordering “cheaper” 
books instead of the better ones. The gift of 
free literature solves all these difficulties. Suf- 
ficient quantities are provided. The literature 
is properly graded. In short, the school is pro- 
vided with the very best tools for teaching and 
learning. Getting these schools off to a good 
Start is one way of insuring continued success. 
Through our contributions to this project we 
young people can have a share in the numerical 
and spiritual growth of our church through 
its new Sunday schools. 

Offering _ | 

Prayer of Dedication (For the special offering 

or for the portion of your benevolence bud- 
get which is designated for this objective.) 

Hymn: “Seal us, O Holy Spirit” 
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New Life in Our Circle Meetings 


Feeling that the different phases of the circle 
program of the Women of the Church should 
be closely correlated in order to attain rightful 
spiritual significance, I have worked with the 
general chairman of circle chairmen to activate 
interest in and undergird all activities with 
prayer. 


Before the first circle meeting of the new 
year the general chairman of circle chairmen 
and I met with the circle chairmen, circle pro- 
gram chairmen, circle Bible leaders, and circle 
chairmen of Spiritual Growth to make plans 
and come to a common agreement for the circle 
program. In this meeting it was agreed that 
women in circles could be closely knit in their 
interest and activities by the following proceéd- 
ure: 


First: Calendar for each month — That the 
general chairmen of circle chairmen and the 
general chairman of Spiritual Growth compile 
a calendar to be given to every member of the 
circles. This calendar to give some information 
about the special church-wide emphasis foy the 
month, some prayer suggestions and list of the 


activities and other special items and actions — 


from the Executive Board. These calendars to 
be mimeographed in the church office on Fri- 
day before the circles meet on Monday in order 
for the circle chairmen and the circle chairman 
of Spiritual Growth to consult together in ad- 
vance and work effectively when the circle 
meets. 


Second: The Circle Meeting — The circle 
chairman to call the meeting to order and rec- 
ognize the chairman of Spiritual Growth. The 
chairman of Spiritual Growth calls attention to 
the Calendar of the month, listing the special 
emphasis, the activities for the month, and sug- 
gests prayer needs to undergird the program for 
the month. She then leads the circle in a season 
of prayer (this can be done in different ways— 
she can even call on some other member to lead 
in prayer — it should be changed from time to 


time). The circle chairman then emphasizes 


the need for keeping the calendar as informa- 
tion -and urges members to participate in the 
activities and to be united in: prayer for the 
needs of the program for the month and for the 
personal needs of others. Circle chairman then 
calls on the one who is to lead the “Let’s Talk 
About” discussion. 


After the circle members have discussed the 
special emphasis for the month — the “Let’s 
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Talk About” — the circle chairman conducts 
the business of the circle. After the business, 
the circle chairman presents the chairman of 
Bible study, who at the conclusion of her lesson, 
closes the meeting with prayer. 


Third: Each Circle Sends Copies of the Cal. 
endar for the month to their absent members. 
This helps to keep them in touch with the on- 
going program of the Women of the Church and 
enlists their interest in it. 


After the first circle meeting another joint 
meeting of all the different chairmen of the 
circles was held to evaluate the meetings. It 
was agreed that new life had been brought to 
our circle meetings through this advanced plan- 
ning with the circle chairmen, circle program 


chairmen, circle chairmen of Spiritual Growth 


and circle chairmen of Bible study. Each one 
understands the unity of the program and feels 
a responsibility for the time element of the 
whole. The differént-general chairmén meet 
with their respective groups all during the year, 
but getting the groups together before the first 
meeting and then off and on during the year 
helps to pull the different phases of the program 
together and give it the proper spiritual value. 
As some of the new circle chairmen expressed 
it, ‘Nothing has helped me so much as ‘this 
sharing’ as we evaluate together our circle meet- 
ings in the light of their real purpose.” 


Mrs. Rufus D. Wilson 
Burlington, N. C. 
Chairman, Spiritual Growth 


Prayer for a Time of Mission 


That God lead us in wisdom and into knowl- 
edge of the truth; 


_ That God revive His Church, beginning with 


ourselves; 
That we realize how far below the level of 


God’s promises we have been content to live; | 


That we put away from ourselves all pride and 
_be willing to be taught by God and used by 
Him 

That we consent together to let God do in us 
and for us what He is willing to do; 

That each congregation of our Church be a 
fellowship of love, service and devotion into 
which we gladly welcome others; 

That God bring us back to a living faith by 
which alone we can walk humbly with God 
and in love and charity towards all men; 

In the strong Name of Jesus we offer this prayer. 
Amen 


My soul, wait thou only upon God. 
For my expectation is from Him. 


—The Presbyterian Herald (Ireland) 
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From Strength to Strength 
O Living Christ 


O living Christ, 
Live Thou in me; 
Through, life, through death 
I'll go with Thee— 


To Galilee, 
And Bethany, 

Gethsemane, 
And Calvary: 


Thy joy to see, 
Thy peace in me, 

Thy power to be 
My victory. 


To Oregon, 
Or to Iran, 

To old Nippon, 
Or Turkestan: 


Wherever souls 
Are needing Thee, 
And men are dying 
Needlessly. 


‘O living Christ, 
Live Thou in me; 
Through life, through death, 
I’ll go with Thee. 
—E. H. Hamilton 


Prayer 
Prayer is so simple, : 
It is like quietly opening a door 
And. slipping into the very presence of God, 
There in the stillness 
To listen for His voice, 
.Perhaps to petition, 
Or only to listen; 
It matters not; 
Just to be there, — 
In His presence, 


—Author Unknown 


Church News 


Charlotte — The 1956 Algernon Sydney 
Sullivan Awards were presented by Queens College 
to Miss Rena C. Harrell, retiring librarian of the 
college, and to Miss Peggy Brice, an outstanding 
member of the graduating class. These awards, 
the highest bestowed by the college, are presented 
through the New York Southern Society in a num- 
ber of selected colleges; and the basis of selection is 
unselfish service. The Queens awards were made 
during the commencement convocation. 
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The Reverend John Selden Whale, M. A., D. D., 
of South Devon, England, will be Visiting Professor 
next year at Union Theological Seminary in Vir- 
ginia, President James A. Jones announced recent- 
ly. An outstanding educator, lecturer, preacher, 
and author, Dr. Whale will teach Christian Theol- 
ogy during the third quarter of the Seminary 
session of 1956-57. His classes and seminars will 
discuss the theme: ‘“‘The Christian Faith in the 
Modern World.” 


Davidson, N. C. — Two Davidson College seniors 
from Missouri were among the most distinguished 
graduates in Commencement exercises May 28. 


Jason D. McManus of University City and Don- 
ald H. Stewart, Jr., of Kirkwood were graduated 
Cum Laude and were members of Omicron Delta 
Kappa, national honorary leadership fraternity. 


Both were members of Phi Delta Theta social 
fraternity, with McManus serving as president and 
Stewart as the organization’s representative on 
the Interfraternity Council, the second highest 


elective position. 


Two Davidson College graduates have been 
awarded scholarships to the Duke University Law 
School. 


They are Hurley N. Seaford of Concord and 
Archie B. Joyner, Jr., of Greensboro. They will 
both enter the law school in September. , 


The scholarship won by Seaford is valued at 
$1,000 for one year, and Joyner’s at $750 for one 
year. 
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Columbia Seminary Graduates 


Columbia Theological Seminary graduated fifty- 
four members of the senior class at Commencement 
exercises held on Monday, June 4, in the Druid 
Hills Presbyterian Church. The speaker for the 
Commencement exercises was the Rev. Dr. J. E. 
Cousar, Pastor of the Independent Presbyterian 
Church, Savannah, Georgia. In addition to the 
graduating seniors one minister received the degree 
Master of Theology. 


The Baccalaureate sermon was delivered in the 
Morningside Presbyterian Church at 11:00 o’clock 
A. M., June 3, by the Rev. Dr. Stephen T. Harvin, 
Pastor of the South Jacksonville Presbyterian 
Church, Jacksonville, Florida. The sermon before 
the Student Society of Missionary Inquiry was 
delivered in the Decatur Presbyterian Church at 
8:00 P. M., June 3, by the Rev. Dr. Tom Frye, 
Pastor of the Druid Hills Presbyterian Church. 


The following’ seniors received the degree > 


Bachelor of Divinity: 
Adams, William Anderson, Box 509, West Point, 


Archibald, Donald Lewis, 1733 Cornell Drive, 
Augusta, Ga. 


Baker, John Lewis, Route 5, Huntsville, Ala. 
Ebenezer Pres. Ch. 


Bass, John Richard, Route.5, Lyons, Ga. (Sept. U. 
of Edinburgh). 


Bodiford, William Allen, Winder, Ga. First 
Pres. Ch. 


Boyer, Kenneth Elmer, Fort Gaines Pres. Ch., 
Fort Gaines, Ga. 


Bridges, Arthur Charles, Files Valley Pres. Ch., 
Itasca, Texas. 


Brown, Charles Samuel, Nettleton First Pres Ch. 
US, Nettleton, Miss. 


Browning, Edward Huie, Belle Glade, Fla. 


Campbell, John David, Jr., Henry Memorial Pres. 
Ch., Dublin, Ga. | 


Craven, Charles Eugene, Haines City, Fla. 
Crowther, Curtis Fennell, Brainerd Pres. Ch., 
Chattanooga, Tenn. | 


Daugherty, Lawton, Sullivans Island Pres. Ch., 
Sullivans Island, S. C. 


Donaldson, William Jay, Jr., Columbia Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga. 


Durham, Clarence Gunn, 214 pappem, Thomson, 
Ga. (Sept. U. of Edinburgh). 


Elyea, Charles Dwelle, Jr., Chaplain’s Office, 
Elgin State Hospital, Elgin, Ill. 


Estey, C. Phil, Route 4, Athens, Ga. 
FS Floyd, Robert W., 11 Young Drive, Augusta, 
a. 


Fortson, Samuel Donald, Jr., First Pres. Ch., 
Gadsden, Ala. 


Freundt, Albert Henry, Jr., Forest Pres. Ch., 
Forest, Miss. 


Fuller, Harold Edwin, Je, Dallas Ch. Manse, 
Route 5, LaGrange, Ga. 


Garwood, Saunders Bernhard, Mother’s Memorial 
Pres. Ch., Pelham, Ga. 
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Gibbs, Charles Mitchell, Jr., Pres. Ch., Fork, S. C. 
Grubb, James Nicholas, Eutaw, Ala. 


Henning, William F. Jr., Westminster Pres. Ch., 
Beaumont, Texas. | 


Hope, Henry Melville, Jr., 3105 Barnett Drive, 
McLaurin Heights, Jackson, Miss., Pear! Pres. Ch. 


Huffstetler, Edsel Marion, Route 3, 
Hunt, Robert Francis, Box 714, Summerville,S.C, 
Ph, James, Robert Jackson, First Pres. Ch., Cordele, 


Jordan, William Andrew, 409 West Church St., 
Cuthbert, Ga. 


Kay, Otto, Presbyterian Manse, Clanton, Ala. 
Kirby, Gerald Howland, Reed St., Pelzer, S. C. 
McCord, Roy Dale, Guerrant, Kentucky. 


McDowéell, Emmett Samuel, III, Box 374, Shali- 
mar, Fla. . 


McKinnon, Philo Love, P. O. Box 143, 130 Spring 
St., Jonesboro, Ga. 


_Matney, Bronson, Jr., First Pres. Ch., Rome, Ga. 


Maxwell, David Brainard, First Pres. Ch., Allen- 
dale, S S. . (Sept. U. of Edinburgh). 


Miller, Harry Norval, Jr., First Pres. Ch., Crystal 
Springs, Miss. 


Moreau, William E., 4211 Oakmont Dr., 
iss. 


Morrison, William Harvey, Dekalb Pres. Ch., 
Dekalb, Miss. 


Mummert, John William, 620 Greenwood St., 
Barnesville, Ga. 


Mundy, Luther Martin, Graduate Study, Colum- 
bia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


Newton, John Thomas, Jr., Route 1, Conyers, Ga. 


Reed, Gordon Kenworthy, First Pres. Ch., Signal 
Mountain, Tenn. 


Reese, Albert Lewis, Jr., Goodwater, Ala. 


Satterwhite, William Watts, Route 2, McDon- 
ough, Ga. 


Silver, Carl Edward, Jr., Micaville, N. C. 


Smith, Henry Lewis, First Pres. Ch., Moultrie, 
Ga., % O. Box 365 (Sept. U. of Edinburgh). | 


Somerville, James, Route 5, Troy, Ala. 


Thorington, Chilton Frazier, Trinity Pres. Ch., 
3003 Howell Mill Rd., Atlanta 5, Ga. 


Welborn, Oscar Howard, Taylorsville, Miss. 
West, C. W. Thomas, Hurley, Va. 
West, Vernon Nichols, Landrum, §. C. 


Wilson, Charles LeRoy, Jr., 185 Burks Rd., For- 
est Park, 


WANTED: Pulpit Supply Work or 
Preaching Appointments 
REV. J. C. McGEHEE 
Rt. 2, Keysville, Va. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


\ ‘ 
n 
0 
; 
Ga. | 

P 
p 
di 
4 
di 
he 
a 
pe 
th 
Re 

| 
wa 
me 
leg 
hu 
CO 
of 
ch 
the 


i- 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton — Presbyterian College conferred 100 
baccalaureate degrees and five honorary degrees 
and heard addresses by two prominent Presbyterian 
leaders as the highlights of the 75th commencement 
exercises on June 3-4. 


Dr. Robert Strong, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Augusta, Ga., preached the bac- 
calaureate sermon on June 3. 


The commencement address the next day was 
delivered by Dr. Marshall C. Dendy of Richmond, 
Presbyterian College alumnus who serves as head 
of the Board of Christian Education of the Pres- 
byterian Church US. 


The honorary degrees, all doctor of divinity, 
were conferred upon four alumni and one friend. 
Alumni recipients were: the Reverends Isaac Bag- 
nal of Bennettsville, S. C.> James McDowell Dick 
of Raleigh, N. C.; Bonneau Dickson of Atlanta; 
and William J. Hazelwood of Decatur, Ga. The 
fifth honorary degree went to the Rev. Ted Jones 
of Columbia. 


VIRGINIA 


| Salem — At a called meeting of Montgom 
Presbytery held in the Salem Presbyterian Chu 


on May 29, with 30 ministers and 7 ruling elders 


present, Montgomery Presbytery dismissed Candi- 
date Bertis E. Downs, III, to Kanawha Presbytery 
that he may accept a pastorate there. 


Presbytery dismissed also Rev. John E. Richards 
of the First Church of Roanoke, Virginia, to Au- 
gusta-Macon Presbytery that he may become pastor 
of the First Church of Macon, Georgia. 


Rev. G. P. Whiteley of the Glasgow Church was 
dismissed to Bluestone Presbytery that he may 
re pastor of the First Church of Bluefield, 


The campaign to raise $200,000.00 to establish 
churches in growing communities of our Presbytery 
has already reported $264,095.00 pledged and there 
are still 23 churches to be heard from. It is ex- 
pected that over $300,000.00 will be pledged be- 
fore the campaign closes. 


One new church has already been started from 
this fund. It is in the Starmount section of 
Roanoke. Rev. B. E. Bain is the pastor. 


Rev. Mr. Richards, the Chairman of the 
$200,000.00 fund campaign reported that the Pres- 
bytery hopes to begin at least 6 new churches in 
the near future. 


Rev. W. W. Williamson of the Westminster 
Church of Lynchburg was nominated to be the 
Moderator of the next Stated Meeting (the 241st), 
which will be held in the Pearisburg Presbyterian 
Church on July 24, 1956. — | 


E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk 
TEXAS 


Commerce — Dr. John F. Anderson, pastor 


of the First Presbyterian Church of Dallas, Texas, | 


was the baccalaureate preacher at the commence- 
ment exercises of East Texas State Teachers Col- 
lege May 27. Degrees were granted to over two 
hundred and fifty graduates in the subsequent 
commencement service. Dr. D. C. Butler, professor 
of English, filled the pulpit of the Commerce 
church for two Sundays in June in the absence of 
the pastor, Rev. Walter Lazenby, Jr. Dr. Butler 
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is a member of Paris Presbytery and a former mis- 
sionary to China. A Boy Scout troop, broadening 
the ministry of the church to its youth, has been 
recently chartered with Tom Morris scoutmaster 
and M. D. Parham assistant. Ruling Elder Tom 
R. Young is institutional.representative and Ken- 
neth Michels is chairman of the troop committee. 


“STAND BY, BOYS!” kK. Norel. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans. $1.00. 


The author who visited Zeeland just after the 
storm to survey the flooded polders in the human 
plight writes for boys and girls in moving and 
vivid account of both the tragedy and heroism 
brought on by the flood. This is absorbing readin 
for ages 8-14. Even older — —— wil 
enjoy gp this true story about Holland’s fight 

e sea. 


“YOUNG PEOPLE’S PROGRAMS.” Doris 
Louise Seger. Scripture Press. $1.00. 


Thirteen original program suggestions which 
have been awarded first prize in the recent Scrip- 
ture Press Idea Contest. These programs will be 
helpful in encouraging strong Christian living and 
livable Christian truths: 


“ST. PAUL’S JOURNEYS IN THE GREEK 
Henri Metzger. Philosophical Library. 


The background of the journeys of St. Paul in 


the eastern part of the Roman Empire is described 


vividly by the author who has himself lived in 

the Near East and traveled along the routes of 

St. Paul. The author is a former member of the 

French School in Athens and of the French Insti- 

pee at Istanbul, and lecturer at the University of 
yons. 


“SHORT SKITS AND GAMES FOR WOMEN’S 
GROUPS.” Carolyn Howard. Zondervan. $1.00. 


This book is divided into chapters dealing with 
such subjects as baby showers, bridal showers, and 


general occasions. All material ean be used at 


almost any kind of women’s gatherings. Emphasis 
is on children and home life. 


“IT’S TOUGH TO BE A TEENAGER.” Bob 
Cook. Zondervan. $1.00. 


Bob Cook understands teenagers. He lives with - 


‘them, prays for them, and here offers information 


that will be helpful in reaching them. The book 
is designed to help teenagers in their transitio 


from childhood to adulthood. 


“FORTY RAINY DAY GAMES.” Lora Lee 


Parrott. Zondervan. $1.00. 


This booklet covers games, handcraft activities, 
activities adapted to junior age 
children. 


“FIFTY-TWO VARIETIES OF PROGRAMS 
T. C. Gardner. Zon- 


dervan. $.35. 


This book offers suggestions on how to vary 
programs in order that each program will be in- 
teresting, inspiring, and dynamic. They are Bible- 
connected and evangelistically under-girded. 
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